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Genre Hybridization in TV History Talk-Show:
An Analysis of “History Journal, The Day (KBS1)

Jongsoo Lee
Professor, Hanyang University

This study aims to explore the recent changes shown in new hybrid genres of television
historical programs. This study argues that the recently broadcast Korean TV historical
talk-show, ‘History Journal, The Day’, (KBS1) is a specific indicator of genre-blending and
history’s “affective turn”. In order to examine the specific characteristics of this hybrid
genre, this study analyses the series “History Journal, The Day” through quantitative and
qualitative methods. 104 episodes broadcast during October 2013-December 2015 were
analyzed in terms of historical period and themes. Several episodes dealing with King
Chungcho, the most popular Korean King from the Chosun dynasty were closely analysed
through conversational analysis. The resulting analysis shows hybrid genre characteristics
and history’s “affective turn” in terms of formats, visual style, and verbal content. In
conversational analysis, several interesting patterns were found: the blending of serious
topics and humor, the sympathetic identification with the historical character and the
rendering of historical past to criticise the conflicted present. This study discusses the
social, political and cultural implications of this hybrid approach in Korean historical
programs.

Keywords: genre hybridization, history talk-show, documentary, history’s affective turn,

conversation analysis
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